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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

The Cultural Publications Company Ltd., formed under the
aegis of the Hon’ble E. L. B. Hurulle, Minister of Cultural Affairs
and the Hon’ble W. M. G. T. Banda, Deputy Minister, is indeed,
fortunate to have been able to bring out this hitherto unpublished
Pali chronicle, the Dhatuvamsa, for the benefit of studentsof Pali and
Sri Lankan history both here and abroad.

It is relevant here to mention the tradition that it was in the
first century B.C. at Aluvihdrain the District of Matalé in Sihaladipa
(Island of the Sinhalas) that the Theravada Tipitaka was for the
first time recorded in its cntirety in writing in the ancient Sinhala
script. As custodians of the Pavacana (the Sacred Word), the
Sinhala pcople, generation after generation, have for over twenty-
three centuries, continued to hand down both orally and in its
written form both the Canonical teachings of the Buddha and the
vast literature in Pali that has developed around it. The script
employed was that used by the Sinhalas commencing with its
ancient Brahmi form in the pre-Christian era right down to its cur-
rent printed script which has evolved over the centuries. This vast
store-house of Pali literature which was taken serious notice of by
European scholars in the early nincteenth century only was found
writtten in the Sinhala script. Other Theravada Buddhist countries
such as Burma, Thailand and Cambodia now use their own scripts
for writing Pali but at some stage, it was the Buddhavacana written
in the Sinhala script that was in vogue in those lands before their
own scripts were adapted for the purpose. Even to-day after a full
century of dedicated service by the Pali Text Society of London
which has published the entire Tipitaka and its commentaries, a
large number of ancillary Pali works, literary compositions and a few
sub-commentaries, there still remains an enormously large number
of Pali works written in Sinhala script preserved in the temple
libraries of Sri Lanka awaiting publication.

The text of the Dhituvamsa though printed in Sinhala charac-
ters is accessible to all serious students of Pali. With a view to
helping those who are not accustomed to the script a chart giving the
equivalents in Roman script is given.

Somapala Jayawardhana
Chairman
31. 1. 1984 The Cultural Publications Co. Ltd.
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FOREWORD

by

Proressor N. A. Jayawickrama

The Pali Dbatuvamsa which is consistently referred to as
Nalatadhatavamsa in the text has not been published in printed
form to this day A parallel version in Sinhalese attributed to a
Thera called Kakusandha was published in 1890 for the first time
by Ven. Gintota Siridhammakkhandha and followed early this
century by-several editions by Ven. Dambagasare Sumedhankara
Mahathera who was chiefly responsible for the restoration of the
historic shrine of Scrusvavila whose annals the book purports to
record. The present edition consists of a thorough revision of the
tentative text prepared by Ven. Kamburupitiya Nandaratana when
he submitted it as part of his dissertation for the Master of Arts
degree at the University of Ceylon, Peradeniya in 1972. He ex-
plains the tentative nature of the text caused mainly by the corrupt
nature of the manuscripts available to him and the paucity of manus-
cripts in the temple libraries. His search for manuscripts has been
most frustrating as most of the books catalogucd as the Pali text were
invariably found to be the Sinhalese version whilst in somc instances
the book could not be traced at all. He was ultimately compelled to
work on three manuscripts he had been able to find including that at
the Colombo National Museum Library.

The text incorporated in the dissertation though tentative pays
due regard to the manuscript tradition faithfully reproducing the
corrupt readings if no variants werc attested but making valuable
suggestions in' the footnotes. Such an edition, in spite of its short-
comings is of less limited usefulness to the student than an cdition
with learned emendations. The criteria for making such emendations
should have been clearly spelled out if much weight is to be attached
to the revisions even though the reader’s knowledge of Pali will help
him to decide in favour of-such readings. Perhaps the Sinhalese
version can be helpful in determining the correct readings in doubt-
ful instances but its valuc as a different recension, though in a diffe-
rent language, has to be first ascertaincd before it is employed for
textual reconstruction.  As a text, it presents a more finished product



even shedding light on the readings in the Pali verses found repeated
in it. The Dhatuvamsa also contains several passages parallel to
those in Canonical texts like the Buddhavamsa and the Maha-
parinibb@nasuttanta and later works like the Thiipavamsa. Unless
there is strong evidence to prove the contrary, these texts, all of which
are antcrior to the Dhdtuvamsa, can throw light on the readings in
such parallel passages. We are in a much happier position with
regard to the Jinakalamali (1516 A.C.) which repeats the words of
the Dhiatuvamsa in the account of the enshrinement of the frontal-
bone relic, so that it serves as a useful check on readings in that
section of the work. However, a long-felt need is fulfilled in that we
now have a version of the text to go by even though it has been sub-
jected to heavy emendation. Its usefulness to the general reader for
the extraction of information as historical data cannot be denied but
perfect reliance cannot be placed upon it for purposes of thorough
critical investigation in doubtful instances where decisive evidence is
expected from this work. The tentative text lends itself better for
that purpose. Morc intensive research will be helpful in not only
fixing the text that is faithful both to the manuscript and textual
traditions but also to solve many of the problems regarding the date
and authorship of the work.

The Dhatuvamsa belongs to the group of popular Pali works
originating in Rohana far removed from the main stream of Pali
literary activity centred round Anuradhapura and Polonnaruva in
the Rajarata and later Dambadeniya and Kurunegala. The monks
of Rohana, celebrated for their piety and asceticism and erudition in
the Tipitaka hardly rcached the level of perfection gained by their
brethren in the monastic centres of thc North in matters of Pali
literary activity. The editor in his introduction correctly points to
the various shortcomings in the syntax of some of the sentences used
by the author. Some errors can be attributed to the incorrect usc of
Pali idiom by the author or carelessness of copyists while others point
to the influence of the Sinhalese idiom. As an example, the con-
fusion with the flexion © in Sinhalese which stands both for the
accusative of the goal of motion as well as the dative of the recipient
both probably derived from Pali gz and gm»w respectively,
through intermediate forms ¢&. and gdsw has given
rise to a curious idiom in this work with the dative as goal of motion,

X



c.g. 0®exwem, perhaps reflecting on a dative of directiou
found in early Canonical Pali e.g. @ome ®Esh (Dh. 174).
To the grammarian this is an obvious error but are we after all,
justified in rejecting it altogether ? There arc many other instances
of such grammatical lapses such as the non-use of the locative absolute
construction in a subordinate clause expressing simultaneity of
action, a practice shared with several late Pali works of many coun-
tries, which the grammarian will frown upon. There is no parti-
cular reason for late medicval Pali works to have such lapses unless
we presuppose a ‘dialect’ peculiar to Rohana and assign an inferior
literay tradition to this region as is reflected in other works such as
Rasavdhini. The editor specifically refers to this in his introduction.

The Dhatuvamsa records many popular traditions not found
clsewhere. As the cditor points out, the reconstruction of the history
of the early Aryan settlement of South-east Sri Lanka has to some
extent been facilitated by some of the details given in the book.
Though the Thiipavamsa has been written expressly for the purpose
of giving an account of the Great Thiipa the Ratanamaili-cetiya it
embodies accounts of several other important Thiipas but the under-
lying purpose of the book is to eulogize the national hero Duttha-
gdmani who is painted simultaneously as the champion of the faith
and the saviour of the nation from a foreign foe. In fact, it has been
noted (Geiger and others) that the hero of the first part of the Maha-
vamsa is also Dutthagamani. In most chronicles his father Kaka-
vannatissa is depicted as a timid king who was content to allow the
foreign usurper to continue in the territory north of the Great River.
He is even said to have discouraged his sons waging war on the enemy.
This chronicle completely vindicates his position. Far from being
the timid ruler he is depicted as in other works, he acts as a unifying
force with a set purpose before him. He uses much strategy in
closing the ranks of the Sinhalese nation by effecting matrimonial
alliances among the royal houses of the country, by erecting religious
edifices in the vassal states winning the goodwill of the people and
cffecting skilful manocuvres like planting his son Gamani in Giri
Abhaya’s city which led to the departure of Abhaya from there to
found a new city in the North-east, the Somanagara. His ultimate
aim is to prepare the ground to drive out the cnemy from the Raja-
rata. In the absence of a Sinhalesc king there he assumes the role
of the legitimate ruler of all Sri Lanka, the de facto emperor whose

xi



allegiance was sought by the provincial kings of Kalyani, Serunagara,
Lonanagara and Girinagara. His viceroy was stationed at Digha-
vapi the hinterland of Batticaloa, the granary of the kingdom. With
diplomacy and tact he enlisted their support to mcet the common
enemy but the final assualt had to await his son’s reign. The uni-
fication of Lanka was effected by the groundwork carefully prepared
by him. This is an important aspect of Kikavannatissa’s rule that
has been overlooked by other chronicles or deliberately distorted in
order to further glorify their hero Dutthagdmani so that his valour
and heroism shall stand out prominently.

The chronicle is written avowedly for the purpose of recounting
the story of the enshrinement of the frontal-bone relic of the Buddha
which was deposited in the Mangalamahacetiya at Seruwavila situ-
ated about 15 miles south of the ancient seaport of Gokanna (Trinco-
malee) but like its better known sister chronicle the Thiipavarisa it
deals with other relics including the right eye-tooth enshrined in the
- Somavati-cetiya also situated in the Trincomalee District some 10
miles south of Seruwavila. This was built by Giri Abhaya at the
request of his queen Somavati in the city founded by him after he
fled to Serunagara. But what is more important, as in the case of
the Thiipavamsa, which eulogizes Dutthagdmani, thc underlying
purpose of the chronicle here is to cxtol the virtues of Kakavannatissa
though it falls far short of the culogy in the former work. All the
same, the hero of the work without doubt, is Kakavannpatissa. This
perhaps sheds some light on the date of composition of the work in
relation to that of the Thiipavamsa. It is acknowledged that the
Dhituvamsa is modelled on the latter work as is to be inferred from
the arrangement of the subject matter and the numerous passages
and descriptions common to both works. The inept amplifications
in the Dhituvamsa of passages from the Thilpavamsa clearly indicate
that it is a younger work or at least a work of contemporary author-
ship. In the light of its borrowings from the Thipavamsa we cannot
place this work carlier than the reign of Pardkramabahu II (1236-70)
when the Thiipavamsa was written. Though argument from silence
is generally unacceptable, the silence of the Mahavamsa, the Extended
Mahavamsa (which goes out of its way to record old legends from
popular sources) and the Vamsatthappakasini prevents us from
assigning it to a very early date. It could also be stated that the

Xii



authors of these works were not familiar with the historical traditions
of Rohana. The conjecture that it could have belonged to the time
of Kiakavannatissa or Dutthagamani (Ven. Polwatte Buddhadatta,
Pali Sahityaya, p. 381) is most improbable. Professor G. P. Malala-
sekera (Pali Literature of Ceylon, p. 256) assigns to it to the period
tenth or eleventh century judging from the similarity of treatment of
the subjects in this work and the Mahédbodhivamsa. One could,
however, say the same thing with regard to all the works belonging *
to this category of vamsakathd literature dealing with specific themes,
and it is difficult to place them all in the same period. It is in this
respect that the evidence from the Thiipavamsa becomes relevant.
Consensus among scholars is that the Sinhalese version of the Dhatu-
vamsa by Kakusandha Thera is posterior to the Pali work. Though
no date can be arrived at from the colophon, the language of the
book does not warrant a date earlier than the thirteenth century for
that work as pointed out by the editor. It appears that the Thipa-
vamsa, - the Nalitadhituvamsa, and 'the Sinhala-Dhituvamsa all
belonged to about the same period, the earliest being the Thupavamsa
followed by the Pali and Sinhalese versions respectively of the Dhatu-
vamsa. We have another useful piece of evidence in arriving at the
lower limit to which the book can be assigned. The-Jinakalamali
makes extensive quotations from the Pali Dhatuvamsa. We al-
ready note that we cannot extend the upper limit to a period earlier
than the thirteenth century. This would narrow down the period
roughly to three centuries and we would not be far wrong in assigning
to it a date immediately after that of the Thipavamsa. However
all the internal and external evidence has to be carefully sifted before
arriving at a more precise conclusion. Many of the above problems
have been taken up by the editor in his long introduction and his
main thesis is that while the Thiipavamsa does full justice to Duttha-
gamani’s carcer, hardly any other work apart from the Dhatuvamsa
touches upon the activities of his father and it is very likely that this
work is intended to fill the breach and vindicate the pesition of
Kakavannatissa in the main stream of the history of the cntire Island
and not Rohana alone when he has been unjustifiably maligned by
other chroniclers who invariably were from the kingdom of Rajarata.
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